The Prometheans

(A Philadelphia Theater Experiment)

The Prometheans will be a theatrical event which combines three major pieces of source material. First, the music of Overunderground (a Philly based band) will be the bulk of the source material. It was the inspiration for the piece. Their first album has a sort of apocalyptic thru-line, which seems to line up nicely with the ancient Greek myth of Prometheus, the second bit of source material. According to myth, Prometheus created humankind, stole fire from the Gods for his creations, and was then punished for it. I think the myth is appropriate today because we are a generation that is done being ambivalent and ready to change the world and do something daring in the face of destruction…like stealing fire from the Gods. The third piece of source material is a series of 24 short poems called the Mythistorema by George Seferis. He is a modern Greek poet contending with the struggle between staying rooted in the rich history of myth in Greece and finding a way to reinvent that today into the new myth.

This piece will combine the musical material of Overunderground with the plot of the myth of Prometheus and look at it through the lens of Seferis’s Mythistorema.

Mission:

The mission of this project is two fold. First, I want to bring the talented NYC theater community to the Philadelphia area. I am currently a New York theater artist with a great love of the community in NYC, but with strong roots in my home (Philadelphia) and the pulse and energy of the city of Brotherly Love.

Second, I am hoping to create a theater piece for the common audience. Much of theater today either gears towards an elitist intellectual audience or goes the other way and caters to an audience looking for spectacle and immediate satisfaction. I am looking to create a piece that is accessible, but mostly calls upon an audience’s more accessible impulses (ie. Adrenaline, emotion, fear). I want to use the tools that dance and music use to directly effect the nerves in the human body, coupled with ideas that our complex that we approach in a more graspable way. The piece in itself is about grasping the ungraspable and struggling to do so.

I conjunction with these two ideas, I want the piece to eventually be free or the cost of a movie. There is no reason theater should be something you can’t see on a whim. I am hoping for this project to be just as easy to put up at a concert hall with a bar as it is in a proscenium theater or in a public space. This piece will live somewhere between a poetry reading, a concert, dance piece, and drama. There will be direct address, moments of voyeurism for the audience, and hugely emotional moments of music, with musicians who are present and part of the theatrical event.

To put it simply: I want to create a new way of doing theater in a piece that looks to create the “New Myth.”

Logistics:

The workshop will take place starting on August 14 and going until August 16. I am bringing somewhere around 20 NYC artists down (actors, dancers, choreographers, composers, musicians, playwrights). My hope is to have built much of it in NYC and use the time in Philly to teach and rehearse it with performers. It will hopefully culminate in a public FREE performance of what we have by that point (the hope is 5 songs with some text).

We will be sponsored by a not for profit theater company and we are hoping to make this a free theater experience for all these actors.

What I need therefore are the following things:

Transportation: I need a way to get actors from NYC to Philly and a way to get them back at the culmination. I will also need help from people to transport to and from the rehearsal space to housing.

Housing: I need a place for these actors to stay. It would be fantastic if we could all stay in one place but that seems doubtful. More likely people will volunteer a couple beds and a couch and we will split them up among like 5 households.

Food: I need sustenance. 3 square meals a day and some snack food for during rehearsal. We certainly need coffee as well. Also, I would love to have at least one evening of relaxation and drinks (ie. beer, wine, liquor).

People: I need people to help me run this event. There are going to be a lot of things happening and I need help keeping things running smoothly. I also need for EVERYONE you know to come see us perform. It needs to be LIVE8 on a small scale. Excitement is the biggest gift you can give us. Also, the whole weekend will be filmed, so you can be famous too!

How to approach people: I will get you all info as the not for profit theater company we are teaming with when I have it, but the idea is first to pitch it as a step towards making Philadelphia a Mecca of theater and art (somewhere that artists will want to go to instead of NY). The first and foremost goal of this project is to get in touch with the sprit of Philly. We are tough, we never stop fighting, and we understand how to approach our lives without being elitist intellectuals. We are the common man (in the best way possible).

Second, make sure that businesses know that any donation can be tax deductible and make sure they understand that I grew up here and it is a member of their own community leading this project.

Also, any press you can rustle up would be AMAZING. I don’t know what connections everybody has, but please call upon your resources.

Last, make sure they understand that this is going to be a happening. We shouldn’t think of it as a piece of theater (that sounds stale and as if it happens in a dark room somewhere). This is a theatrical event about asking big questions and encountering them in the most guttural, organic, invigorating way we know how. This piece will thrive on adrenaline.

Why Make Art?

I am SO proud to be from Philly and to know and be inspired by all of you. I still feel out of place in NY and I think the drive for this piece has come from you guys. I want my theater to be able to reach, inspire and astound you guys. Do understand that. I want to make theater that can delight just as effectively as the Phillies World Series run delighted me.

Thank you all for your support and enthusiasm. PLEASE email or call me with any thoughts, ideas, or questions. Also, on the next page is a list of the artists who has confirmed their participation in this event.

Rob Heller

267-625-1427

hmtrebor@yahoo.com
Actors:

F. Michael Haynie

Adam Cochran

Alyse Alan Louis

Ryan Mulgrew

Ali Stroker

Laraisha Burnette

Shaina Taub

Jo Lampert

Ani Neimann

Sam Pinkleton

Josh Isaacs

Music Director:

Mark Evans

Musicians:

Playwrights:

Jaclyn Backhaus

Alyssa Yackley

Andrew Farmer

Light Designer:

Tom Bergeron

